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Sustaining
the art
of moko
Moko is now worn by many young Māori as a
symbol of identity and ethnic pride, although it
almost died out in the 20th century.
In the second Ten by Ten talk, Professor Ngahuia
Te Awekotuku tells the story of the history of moko
and its revival as investigated and documented by
a Marsden-funded research team. The search for
information led them to manuscripts and artefacts
held by institutions across the world. Community
participation was an essential part of this work.
The pan-tribal team interviewed moko wearers
and artists and examined the cultural and spiritual
issues surrounding moko, including the controversy
sometimes apparent in modern life.

Professor Ngahuia Te Awekotuku
Ngahuia Te Awekotuku works
at the University of Waikato
researching ritual, heritage and
gender issues. She is of Te Arawa,
Waikato and Tuhoe descent and
has worked for many years in the
heritage and creative sectors as
a curator, governor and advocate.
Her book Mau Moko: The World
of Māori Tattoo was the winner
of the inaugural Ngā Kupu Ora
Māori book of the decade.

Napier | 7.30pm Wednesday 11 June
MTG Century Theatre, MTG Hawke’s Bay
9 Herschell Street, Napier
MTG Hawke’s Bay has a diverse collection of taonga
relating to the art of moko. MTG Hawke’s Bay will
be opening its exhibition galleries from 6.00pm – 7.30pm
for audience members to view prior to the talk, free
of charge.

With grateful thanks to MTG Hawke’s
Bay for their support of this talk

Good things take time. Two decades ago the Marsden
Fund was established to support leading-edge research
in New Zealand. The discoveries made over these
20 years have led to an improved environment, new
technologies and better healthcare and medicines
and have had a direct effect on the economic prosperity
of New Zealand.
Ehara taku toa i te toa takitahi, engari taku toa, takitini e
Success is not the work of one, but the work of many
Come and listen to New Zealand researchers talking
about their work and how it is making a difference to
New Zealand.

These lectures are free and open to the general public.
However, to ensure a seat, please obtain a ticket at:
www.royalsociety.org.nz/events
Enquiries: 04 470 5781 or lectures@royalsociety.org.nz

